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Madam Chairman, 

 

I rise today to present the 2016-17 Brisbane City Council Budget. 

 

I am proud to be able to do this three months after being re-elected, with the people 

of Brisbane voting to keep Brisbane heading in the right direction. 

 

This budget follows a comprehensive financial review of ongoing commitments 

following the March election. 

 

My team has come back to office with enthusiasm and determination to create an 

even better Brisbane. 

 

Any fair minded person will observe that Brisbane is a better place to live than it was 

five years ago and this budget aims to maintain momentum in our city.  

 

This is highlighted by the reliable five point plan presented to Brisbane residents in 

March which included: 

 

 Real action on traffic congestion with real projects targeted at attacking 

congestion; 

 Delivering Australia’s most modern public transport fleet and planning for the 

future with the Brisbane Metro Subway System; 

 A cleaner, greener and more sustainable city; 

 Building our local economy and creating the jobs of the future; 

 Creating new leisure opportunities and improving our lifestyle. 

 

In March, we saw the ALP announce election promises light on detail, light on logic 

and light on common sense offering no real plan for Brisbane’s future. And, again in 

the first sitting of Council after the election we saw the ALP acknowledge that they 

will be more focused on scoring cheap political points than outlining how they would 

present a real alternative in opposition during this term. 
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Madam Chairman, I have stated that my team will not be sitting idle. We will deliver 

on the commitments made to the people of Brisbane at the election and we will do 

this in a responsible manner, living up to the high standards residents have come to 

expect over the past five years. 

 

By focusing less on politics and more on delivering for Brisbane, we’re seeing great 

results already with a positive plan that is fully funded. It will be delivered with a 

balanced budget and will maintain our strong credentials for responsible budgeting. 

 

This budget sends a clear message to the people of Brisbane.  

 

It sends a message that this administration has been listening to the people of 

Brisbane, we have the ideas and the plan to keep Brisbane on the right track with 

sound financial management. 

 

DELIVERING FOR THE PEOPLE OF BRISBANE 

 

Madam Chairman, last year I spoke about the importance of delivering on the 

commitments made during the 2012 election and the ensuing four year term making 

Brisbane a liveable, vibrant, accessible and sustainable new world city. 

 

To capture history in a few paragraphs, I would like to take you on a short journey of 

the past twelve years of LNP leadership in Brisbane: 

 

 We have delivered essential road infrastructure which will serve the city well 

over coming years with major projects like the Clem 7, Go-Between Bridge, 

Legacy Way and the Eleanor Schonell Bridge as well as billions of dollars 

spent on important suburban road and street upgrades; 

 We have delivered over 1,100 new buses, 12 new citycats, the blue and 

maroon city gliders, new flood-resilient citycat terminals and our 100% air 

conditioned and low floor accessible bus fleet; 

 We are now a city of lights with more festivals, more library services,  better 

bikeways, expanded free wi-fi and more community hubs for all residents; 

 We have been named Australia’s most sustainable city, cut littering in our city, 

created new destination parks like Frew Park in Milton, undertaken many park 

upgrades with the inclusion of outdoor gyms and all abilities equipment, we 

have established environment centres and our very successful Green Heart 

fairs across the city continue to grow. 
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This does not happen by accident, so I want to acknowledge my LNP team and the 

hard work of all Council officers, contractors, sub-contractors, unions and importantly 

Brisbane residents who help to make our city a better place to live, work and relax. 

 

Madam Chairman, in this budget we will continue with our plans to invest in essential 

city building infrastructure, continue to significantly fund modern public transport, 

continue to create those exciting leisure and lifestyle opportunities, continue to build 

our sustainability credentials, continue to invest in our access and inclusion plan and 

continue to focus upon the economic growth and job creation agenda outlined in our 

Brisbane 2022 New World City Action Plan. 

 

RESPONSIBLE AND SUSTAINABLE FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 

 

Madam Chairman, this LNP administration has always had an ambitious 

infrastructure agenda to manage the population and employment growth that 

Brisbane will experience in coming decades. Key to this is the delivery of the 

Brisbane Metro Subway System, a piece of infrastructure that should be delivered by 

the State Government, but in the example of previous projects like Legacy Way and 

Go Between Bridge, Council has stepped up to deliver what this growing city needs. 

  

In order to deliver this program of work, Council has reviewed its ongoing financial 

management, but residents can be assured that rates will continue to be lower under 

this administration and will not reach the painful heights of the 6% plus average 

residential rates increases that we saw under the Jim Soorley labor administration. 

  

Over the last five years, we have made a concerted effort to increase our operational 

capability by tightening the belt in all areas of Council to ensure we are running as 

efficiently as possible as well as maximising alternative sources of revenue to reduce 

the rates burden. 

  

Also, Council’s investment arm, City of Brisbane Investment Corporation has 

delivered dividends totalling $50 million since its inception with its most recent 

dividend of $15 million representing a 1.6% rates increase that this administration did 

not need to pass onto ratepayers. 

  

Because of the hard work in attaining the operating efficiencies I mentioned earlier, 

we have been able to keep rates to a sustainable level while continuing to build our 

future infrastructure reserves.  
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We could not possibly ask ratepayers to accept a rate increase above inflation if we 

had not done everything we could to ensure Council is running as efficiently as 

possible and managing Council’s assets to minimise the burden on ratepayers. 

 

Madam Chairman, today I announce that in 2016-17 the average increase in rates 

for owner occupied residential properties will be 4.7%. 

  

For owner occupiers, this average rates increase equates to $17.55 per quarterly 

rates notice or $1.35 per week. 

  

The average increase to Council’s fees and charges will be 5%. 

  

Madam Chairman, I acknowledge that this rates increase is larger than previous 

rates increases in my time as Lord Mayor but this increase is directly associated with 

building the infrastructure necessary to keep Brisbane heading in the right direction. 

  

As many people would know, Brisbane is experiencing significant growth in unit 

development. However, what many people don’t realise is that many of these units 

only pay the minimum rate which is currently $535 a year, the lowest minimum rate 

in South East Queensland by a very big margin. The closest being $746 before any 

increase this year. 

 

This places an unfair burden on existing ratepayers who are required to make up the 

shortfall in funding for infrastructure and services.  

  

Therefore, built into this rates increase is an increase of $100 in the minimum rate for 

owner occupiers and $150 in the minimum rate for non-owner occupier residential 

dwellings. 

  

Madam Chairman, Council will continue to offer one of the most generous pensioner 

remission schemes in Australia. I can announce today that the pensioner remission 

will rise by 4.7% meaning that a full pensioner will receive a rates remission up to 

$967 and a part pensioner up to $451. 
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Despite not providing water and sewerage services, Council will continue to be the 

only local government in South East Queensland that offers a pensioner water 

remission and this will not change, however Council cannot indefinitely absorb a 

significant portion of the cost of services it no longer provides. 

  

Therefore, the level of remissions paid will be changing. From 1 July, a full pensioner 

will receive a water remission of up to $300 and a part pensioner $150 annually. This 

remission will continue until pensioners move out of their current residence, however 

it will not be available to new pensioners. 

  

I note that when the previous Labor administration left office in 2004, a full pensioner 

remission for water and rates was the equivalent of $836 in today’s money, but 

under this administration will be up to $1,267. 

  

Finally Madam Chairman, to ensure that the Bushland Preservation Levy is applied 

more fairly across the city, Council will no longer be levying a flat rate, but will move 

to a charge of 3.5% of general rates. Whilst the overall Bushland Preservation Levy 

revenue will increase, the average owner occupied dwelling Bushland Preservation 

Levy contribution will reduce from $58.52 to $40.65. I acknowledge that non-

residential property owners will make a more significant contribution to Council’s 

accelerated program of Bushland Acquisition, however it is unreasonable to continue 

to levy homeowners in suburbs like Wynnum the same amount as a building in the 

Queen Street Mall.  

  

Madam Chairman, history shows that this administration can and will deliver key city 

projects. This budget is about doing the planning now so that the infrastructure 

required for our city’s future is built and amount to more than just words at a media 

conference. 

 

Too many times in the past we have seen the ALP at all levels of government 

continually announce and re-announce projects but then fail to deliver and fail to take 

a responsible approach towards this city’s future.  

  

Madam Chairman, we do acknowledge past state and federal governments for their 

contributions to infrastructure projects but it must be said that as a city government 

we build more infrastructure and fund public transport to levels unheard of in any 

other capital city in Australia. 
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Melbourne City Council for example while it has the entire rate base of its CBD, 

collect over $40 million per year in parking fines and they contribute zero dollars 

towards public transport. By contrast, this Council will contribute $122 million to the 

annual operating costs of public transport.  

 

We are the only Council anywhere in Australia that I am aware of, which contributes 

to the ongoing operational costs of public transport. 

 

REAL ACTION ON TRAFFIC CONGESTION 

 

Madam Chairman, in March we announced that if re-elected we would continue to 

deliver real action on traffic congestion. 

 

This administration is taking a multifaceted approach to tackling congestion 

headlined by $1.3 billion for new road projects and the $1.54 billion Brisbane Metro 

Subway System, 60 new buses every year, fighting for fairer fares, $90 million for 

smoother suburban streets as well as new express citycat services. These projects 

along with the continued expansion of Brisbane’s bikeway network will all contribute 

to better mobility making it easier to get around Brisbane. 

 

The past roads and bus diet that we saw during Labor’s last time in office have now 

been followed by ALP thought bubbles such as ‘fare free Fridays’, ‘bringing back the 

trams’ and ill conceived ‘transit ways’. These all lack common sense and foresight 

and would punish both motor vehicle and public transport users in the long term. 

 

We have invested $2.16 billion into the road network over the past four years 

delivering real benefits for Brisbane commuters. 

 

Council’s Key Corridor studies show that despite a 5.5% increase in total traffic 

volumes since 2012, travel times on Council roads are improving. 

 

The major upgrades that we have delivered for Brisbane are now removing more 

than 120,000 vehicles from surface roads each day, resulting in safer and less 

congested roads. 
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BUSES, CITYCATS AND BIKEWAYS 

 

Madam Chairman, it is commonly known that to get more people on public transport 

you must offer quality, reliability and reasonable fare prices. 

 

As an LNP Council we have delivered over 1,100 new buses, all air-conditioned and 

all with low floors for ease of access by prams, walking frames and wheelchairs.  

 

We offer the most modern and reliable bus fleet in Australia and we have been a 

vocal advocate calling on the State Government to introduce fairer fares as part of 

the long awaited bus fare review taskforce formed some ten months ago. 

 

I am sure that a lot of Brisbane residents don’t realise that the fares they pay go 

straight into the State coffers through Translink. As mentioned earlier, Council will 

contribute $122 million of ratepayer’s funds towards bus, citycat and ferry operating 

subsidies split up as follows: 

 

• Council bus transport operating subsidy $91 million; 

• Council citycat and ferry operating subsidy $31 million. 

 

As a city we are more than pulling our weight and contributing more than our fair 

share. We will continue to speak with other levels of government to ensure Brisbane 

residents get their fair share of funding for critical congestion busting projects and 

sustainable public transport solutions. 

 

I will now spend a few minutes on some of the projects that we will deliver over this 

term – all of which fit into the category of ‘Real Action on Traffic Congestion’.  

 

Madam Chairman, I mentioned earlier that we will deliver 60 new buses per year. 

This is an ongoing commitment and sometimes flies under the radar as an 

expectation but I did want to mention again that this is something that is unique to 

Brisbane City Council and far surpasses the number of new buses delivered by 

Labor in the late 1990’s and early 2000’s. 

 

Funding is also allocated in this budget to ensure the successful Maroon and Blue 

cityglider services continue to service over 4 million passengers. 
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It should be noted in the case of the Maroon cityglider, Council contributes 100% of 

the cost while the State government takes 100% of the fares. 

 

I have also allocated $926,000 over the next four years for a new ‘Mt Coot-tha 

Shuttle’ which will provide a frequent bus loop service connecting to key destinations 

on the mountain. 

 

Citycat and ferry services – what a great service for the people of Brisbane as 

commuters, as well as for visitors and tourists that get to enjoy our river city. The 

network has grown to 21 vessels and now provides a service to more than 5 million 

passengers annually.  

 

Madam Chairman, I am sure you have seen the bold new livery on a number of our 

citycats in the fleet now displaying not only our local sporting team’s colors but also 

aboriginal artwork and even a cityscape design from a local artist, Debra Hood. I 

have even chosen to make this a feature of the budget cover page this year to 

highlight the success of this program and the added vibrancy it has brought to our 

vessels. 

 

We have allocated a further $2.2 million towards the re-life of the older ‘Generation 1’ 

citycats and have also made allocation for another new citycat in forward years 

which follows on from the two new citycats delivered in my last term. 

 

When it comes to cycling infrastructure, since 2008, this Council has invested $220 

million to link the commuter cycling network with major employment centres as well 

as creating vastly improved suburban bikeways. 

 

I have committed to a further $100 million investment over the next four years with a 

focus upon improving bikeways linking employment areas, suburban shopping 

districts, schools and public transport hubs. This is in addition to the creation of 

special cycling opportunities on major projects such as the Kingsford Smith Drive, 

Wynnum Road Stage 1 and Telegraph Road upgrades. 

 

Madam Chairman, investment in all modes of public and active transport is critical to 

moving people around our city and you can see from this snapshot that this LNP 

administration will not wane in our commitment towards delivering record 

investments in these areas. 
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PROJECTS ATTACKING CONGESTION  

 

My team’s approach to road maintenance and improving the 5,700 kilometres of 

Brisbane roads that we are responsible for is receiving increasing attention. 

 

Before I detail any of the 90 road improvement projects planned across the city, I 

would like to touch upon two key projects discussed at length during the March 

election. These being, Kingsford Smith Drive and the Brisbane Metro Subway 

System. 

 

Kingsford Smith Drive is a $650 million project that Labor has voted to support on 

two separate occasions. On the eve of the March election, their only plan was to tear 

up the contract, sack the staff and stop the project, costing ratepayers millions of 

dollars. 

 

Well I will not stand for that, my team is fully committed to this very important city 

building project.  

 

In this budget I have allocated an investment of $316 million towards the project and 

we will see employment of 3,000 people during the construction phase. 

 

The tender has now been awarded and construction works have commenced. Yet 

another example of an administration that is about the delivery of key projects not 

sitting on our hands waiting for others to do the work.  

 

Madam Chairman, this project is not just a road. Sure it will allow better access for 

public transport, bike users and pedestrians but it will also become a tree lined entry 

statement to our city which will be critical with the planned second runway at the 

airport and a new cruise ship terminal at Luggage Point. 

 

In relation to the Brisbane Metro, firstly please let me give you some basic 

information and dispel a few myths that were spoken of by the ALP in March: 

 

 The Brisbane Metro is not a bus, it runs on tracks just like the Paris Metro; 

 The Metro can and will travel across the Victoria Bridge – A light rail tram 

system as proposed by Labor is too heavy for this bridge; 
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 The Metro will carry up to 30,000 passengers per hour compared to the Gold 

Coast light rail at 3,000 passengers per hour; 

 Because the Metro runs mostly in current busway infrastructure disruption to 

surface traffic is minimal compared with trams which would have caused 

significant delays to city traffic including buses, both during and after 

construction.  

 

The Brisbane Metro is a $1.54 billion subway system with tracks installed mostly 

inside the current busway network running from Woolloongabba to Herston.  

 

The Metro is a high frequency subway system which will make travel to and from the 

suburbs quicker slashing travel times and reducing congestion.  

 

The Metro can carry up to 30,000 passengers per hour and it will provide a real 

solution to our public transport bottleneck at the Victoria Bridge and it will reduce the 

number of buses on CBD streets by 200 per hour, therefore giving capacity for more 

buses in the suburbs. 

 

Cities famous for sustainable growth in the last 100 years like Paris, Montreal, and 

Miami have a Metro and we see many more cities across the world planning to build 

them. 

 

Madam Chairman, $16 million has been allocated in this budget to progress the 

business case with its completion expected in May next year. 

 

Two other key projects spoken about in detail at the March election which will 

resonate with many road users are the 4 laning in each direction of the Inner City 

Bypass and Stage 1 of the Wynnum Road Corridor. Funding of $30 million and $44 

million respectively has been allocated in this budget to ensure these works proceed 

to the next stage. 

 

We have committed additional funds in this budget towards other much needed 

suburban projects such as: 

 

 $10 million for Telegraph Road Stage 2; 

 $3 million for Creek Road at Tick Street; 

 $1.7 million for Raymont and Grange Roads; 

 $1.5 million for Beckett and Hamilton Roads;  
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• $1.2 million for Murphy and Ellison Road roundabout; 

• And, a new allocation of funds towards works required in association with the 

State Government led Queens Wharf redevelopment. 

 

Madam Chairman, let me speak about ‘Smoother Suburban Streets’. This LNP team 

has already invested $290 million into road re-building over the past four years, but 

we need to do more to keep Brisbane on the right track. That is why we have 

allocated $360 million over the next four years, to revitalise 2000 of our suburban 

streets.  

 

What does that mean?  

 

It means that each of Brisbane’s 26 wards will receive a dedicated and guaranteed 

minimum $5 million re-surfacing investment over the coming term. 

 

It also means, we will have a dedicated fund to undertake re-surfacing works at 

Milton Road, Cornwall Street, Sandgate Road, Webster Road, Manly Road, 

Beenleigh Road and Old Cleveland Road. 

 

This commitment should not be under estimated as it constitutes the largest road re-

surfacing program in Brisbane’s history. 

 

Madam Chairman, I also want to touch upon the Brisbane Parking Taskforce to 

ensure everyone is aware of ongoing commitment by this administration. In a 

growing city, parking management is a challenge with ever competing uses for 

parking spaces with a commitment of $2.4 million is committed this year to follow on 

from the $3.4 million invested last year. 

 

A CLEANER, GREENER MORE SUSTAINABLE CITY 

 

Madam Chairman, following our becoming ‘Australia’s Most Sustainable City’ in 2014 

and our ongoing commitment to ‘CitySmart’ we will continue to build upon our 

sustainability credentials and keep Brisbane heading in the right direction as a clean, 

green and sustainable city. 

 

In March, I announced the Cleaner, Greener Brisbane plan which includes several 

new and important sustainability initiatives. 
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Firstly, a $24 million allocation over the next four years towards a ‘100% Carbon 

Neutral’ Council with offsets to negate direct and indirect emissions and green power 

purchasing in place to ensure zero net carbon emissions.  

 

Secondly, a commitment of $120 million to accelerate bushland protection with 10 

years’ worth of acquisitions delivered over the next four years to secure important 

habitat reserves with an emphasis placed upon koala bushland. 

 

Thirdly, I have committed $2 million over the next two years towards a Koala 

Research Centre to be based at Lone Pine Sanctuary. Funds will also be provided 

for two researchers to be employed and they will oversee the planting of koala food 

trees and assist in the design of the research centre. 

 

Finally, $5 million dollars has been allocated over the next four years to build a new 

state of the art Northside Envirocentre. This new centre will replace the existing 

facility at Boondall Wetlands and will follow on from the successful delivery of 

centres at Karawatha, Pooh Corner and Downfall Creek by this LNP administration.  

 

Last year I announced that I would bring back the fountains and we are on the 

journey of making this happen. This budget sees an allocation of $8 million over this 

four year term towards the new river based ‘Daphne Mayo’ fountain and three new 

water features across the city. 

 

Madam Chairman we will also see works commence on; 

 

 the new $3 million Witton Barracks Park; 

 the $2 million investment to deliver our ‘Renewing Great Brisbane Gardens’ 

initiative at Kangaroo Point Cliffs and New Farm Park; 

 an investment of $4 million for 10 new outdoor gyms in parks and $1 million 

for existing fitness equipment upgrades in 17 city parks. 

 

As a city government it is our absolute privilege to maintain our major tourist 

destination in the city. Southbank Parklands is such an important and iconic location 

within our city landscape. We also manage and maintain Roma Street Parklands as 

an important horticultural and leisure destination for residents and visitors. 
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Today, I would like to announce that my commitment to revitalise the run-down 

Oxley Creek catchment into a 600 hectare world class green corridor and leisure 

landmark is now a reality with a commitment of $15 million over the next four years 

to make this project happen. This stage will form part of my $100 million, 20 year 

vision for a master planned precinct. 

 

The vision will create major recreational spaces with improved opportunities for 

kayaking, rowing, public aviaries, ‘Eat Street’ style markets, urban farms, sports 

facilities and economic hubs which will make up about 5% of the 15 kilometre green 

corridor stretching from the Brisbane River to Larapinta. Initially, we will form the 

Oxley Creek Management Authority to guide the long term vision for the catchment. 

 

These are genuine commitments to our environment and lifestyle in Brisbane. 

 

LIFESTYLE AND LEISURE OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Madam Chairman, as the owner of the Museum of Brisbane and the Brisbane 

Powerhouse, Council is happy to support the promotion and exhibition of Brisbane’s 

history, performing arts and cultural diversity. I am delighted to allocate funding of 

$4.9 and $5 million respectively in this budget towards these two great venues which 

are such wonderful places for all residents to visit, enjoy and learn. 

 

My team have always been great advocates for Brisbane’s 33 libraries with 6.2 

million visitors last year alone. In this budget, I am happy to make several 

announcements to further enhance the visitor experience to the library: 

 

 $2.9 million to extend Saturday opening hours. Library users have told us 

they want even more of a chance to enjoy libraries on Saturdays so hours will 

be extended from 9am to 4pm from February 2017;  

 $200,000 is allocated towards the development of Brisbane’s first outdoor 

pop-up library which will be used at local fairs, festivals and outdoor events; 

 A further commitment of $4.5 million to complete the new Chermside library; 

 $5.9 million for construction of the new Bracken Ridge library to commence in 

the 2017-18 financial year; and; 

 $11 million for major upgrades at New Farm, Ashgrove, Toowong, Stones 

Corner, Sandgate and Garden City libraries has been set aside in this and 

other budgets during this term of office. 
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In this budget, I have allocated $10 million to strengthen local community and sports 

clubs across Brisbane with our ‘Building Stronger Communities’ grants package.  

 

Community groups, not for profits and sporting clubs will be able to apply for grants 

towards facility upgrades, upskilling of volunteers and professional development 

projects to expand their community outreach capacity. These groups play such an 

integral part of our everyday life and my team is excited to be part of this 

announcement. 

 

Our community leisure facilities continue to garner our interest and support for future 

expansion. This year we will see exciting projects completed and a number of new 

projects commence: 

 

 The skate facilities at Inala and Bracken Ridge have now opened and are 

being enjoyed by locals; 

 I confirm my commitment of $2.3 million towards the construction of two new 

competition grade BMX tracks at Darra and Fitzgibbon;  

 as announced in February this year, I have committed $3.3 million to build 

four new kids aqua parks across the city; 

 I also confirm that $5 million has been allocated to upgrade one of Brisbane’s 

oldest pools, Langlands Pool Complex in Coorparoo; and;  

 other suburban pool refurbishment costs of $6 million are allocated over the 

next four years. 

 

Due to the ongoing urban renewal in West End, we are very conscious that we would 

not want to lose the fabric of the creative communities and many artists currently 

using space in this area.  

 

Today I am happy to announce a new West End Creative Hub with a commitment of 

$300,000 in this budget. This commitment will be spread over two years and will 

allow these groups time to transition into more permanent facilities. 

 

Madam Chairman, when it comes to lifestyle and leisure opportunities at key city 

landmarks, I am happy to confirm my commitment of $10.5 million towards a major 

upgrade and refresh of facilities at Mt Coot-tha.  

 

This investment will see $4 million towards the upgrade of park facilities at JC 

Slaughter Falls and Simpson Falls, $5 million towards new walking trails across the 

mountain and $2 million for our newest tourist attraction, the ‘Mt Coot-tha Zipline’. 
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This is in addition to the new visitor information centre previously announced with a 

$2.7 million allocation in this budget. 

 

Appropriations towards this commitment commence in this budget with $6.3 million 

allocated this year and $7.2 million in future years. 

 

ACCESS AND INCLUSION 

 

Madam Chairman, my commitment to our Access and Inclusion plan when I came to 

office as Lord Mayor in 2011 has been unwavering and I am happy to commit $27.7 

million towards supporting programs focused upon social inclusion of residents of all 

ages, gender and ethnicity.  

 

In this year’s budget, programs such as the following support my intentions to make 

Brisbane a more inclusive and accessible city: 

 

 Brisbane Access and Inclusion Plan $3.4 million; 

 Personalised Public Transport Service $600,000; 

 Indigenous Aspirations $800,000; 

 Multicultural and Refugee initiatives $700,000; and;  

 Men’s Sheds $90,000.  

 

Today, I am delighted to announce that a one off $1 million commitment will be made 

to ‘Healthlink Brisbane’. Healthlink will provide a mobile medical centre for the 

homeless and disadvantaged in our community. Most of these costs will go towards 

the extensive set-up costs of the facility. This service will complement our ongoing 

commitment to the Homeless Connect program. 

 

It would be remiss of me not to mention the Sunnybank Performing Arts Centre 

currently under construction with our continued commitment this year of $554,000. 

SunPac will provide opportunities for professional and amateur performing arts 

groups to host productions, musical theatre, multi-cultural activities and community 

forums. 

 

Following the March election, I asked Cr Ryan Murphy to assist me on youth 

initiatives and this budget commits $1.4 million towards supporting young people in 

Brisbane to be engaged and empowered to participate in community life through our 

Youth Strategy 2014-2019.  
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Madam Chairman, I know you are a regular attendee at our City’s festivals and 

events. These festivals and events form part of the cultural, creative and community 

fabric of the city. Whether they are key citywide events like Brisbane Festival, 

Queensland Music Festival or Brisbane Asia Pacific Film Festival or the many 

suburban events they are there to be enjoyed by all residents. 

 

This year our commitment remains and our support remains for so many popular 

festivals and events scattered across our suburbs, such as: 

 

 Ferny Grove Festival; 

 Darra Street Festival; 

 Lanham Park May Fair; 

 Moorooka Family Fun Day; and; 

 Multicultural festivals like the Brisbane French Festival, the Indian Bazaar, the 

Filipino Barrio Fiesta and the World Refugee Day Community Festival. 

 

COMMUNITY HEALTH AND SAFETY 

 

Madam Chairman, this year I wanted to mention four initiatives that make Brisbane a 

healthier and safer place for residents to live. 

 

When it comes to Mosquito and pest control we believe in a ‘whatever it takes’ 

approach so I confirm my commitment of $4.7 million in this budget making our city a 

much more comfortable place to live. If we need more than this, then additional 

funds will be made available. 

 

I have made a $3.1 million commitment to the Taskforce Against Graffiti this year to 

reduce graffiti on city property through removal activities, proactive engagement and 

education within the community. 

 

In February this year, I committed to a $3 million expansion to the City Safe camera 

network. This project will see 35 new high definition cameras installed in the CBD 

and Valley. This is about standing up for a safer Brisbane and delivering a 

comfortable experience for all visitors to the inner city. 
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Madam Chairman, I want to highlight the work that the State Emergency Services 

Unit does in our City. Only last week, the SES were called out to over 1,000 

incidents as a result of the unusual June wet weather event experienced in South 

East Queensland.  

 

My commitment to the SES this year is $4.6 million and I am sure that most Brisbane 

residents are not aware that ratepayer’s money is provided with most automatically 

thinking that the State Emergency Service is fully funded by the State Government.  

 

A GROWING CITY 

 

Madam Chairman, this year we will see construction work commence on Edward 

Street transforming it with an allocation of $10 million over the next two years. These 

works will highlight the retail precinct as a showcase street competing on the world 

stage as a ‘must visit’ destination linked to our popular Queen Street Mall and the 

proposed Queens Wharf precinct.  

 

Our vibrant City of Lights project will continue with a total commitment of $3.5 million 

over the next four years. We will see more involvement from city building owners and 

city assets will continue to be lit up. 

 

I have committed an additional $500,000 towards new City Artworks in this coming 

financial year to ensure we continue to see new and exciting pieces of art, large and 

small across the city. If you haven’t had the chance to see ‘Poinsettia Riverfire’ in 

Emma Miller Place by artist Luke Roberts I encourage you to take the time out and 

have a look. 

 

The re-development of Howard Smith Wharves is continuing with the operators now 

attaining development approval and all indications are that we will see works 

commence in coming months. This will be an exciting time for people visiting this 

reach of the river with new entertainment facilities included in the project. More 

importantly, the project will retain 80% of the site for public open space. I am sure it 

will become a popular family destination.  

 

Suburban Centre Improvement Projects continue in consultation with local traders. 

Graceville will officially open this month and the Alderley SCIP will be completed 

once the Coles development is finished and our footpath works can be finalised. 
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This budget sees a longer term commitment of $5 million towards the Aspley SCIP 

planned to commence in 2018-19 and also sees a focus on maintenance of ageing 

SCIPS across the city. 

 

In March this year I also committed to $1 million over the next four years towards the 

expansion of Brisbane’s digital footprint with installation of free wi-fi into eight local 

suburban centres at Stones Corner, Nundah Village, Sandgate Village, Wynnum 

CBD, St Lucia, Moorooka, Sunnybank Hills and Boundary Street, Spring Hill.  

 

This follows on from our successful expansion of wi-fi across the entire CBD to 

Southbank as well as Caxton Street and James Street. This administration is 

committed to supporting suburban retailers and their customers. 

 

BRISBANE 2022 

 

Madam Chairman, when I delivered last year’s budget I had only just received the 

Brisbane 2022 New World City Action Plan. Since that time, I have had the 

opportunity to further analyse the findings and this budget reflects a refining of 

priorities delivered in the report. 

 

Just to recap, the Brisbane 2022 Plan aims to define priorities that will drive the city’s 

economic growth, leisure tourism and job creation opportunities for the next six years 

taking us further into the global economy.  

 

2022 is a defining year for Brisbane with completion of a number of projects that will 

move us further on to the world stage. These include the Brisbane Metro, the 

Queens Wharf Precinct and the second runway at Brisbane Airport all of which will 

have a positive effect on our city’s economic growth. 

 

This budget ensures that we focus on the seven economic priorities contained within 

the report:  
 

 Brisbane’s Growth Sectors; 

 Talent and Skills; 

 Diverse Districts and Productive Precincts; 

 Start-ups and Innovation; 

 Small and Medium Enterprises; 

 A Brisbane Region Approach; and; 

 Team Brisbane. 
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Madam Chairman, I am happy to outline just a few key commitments made in this 

budget towards the Brisbane 2022 agenda:  

 

 $2.75 million will be allocated towards attraction of new events and retention 

of key events like the Brisbane International Tennis, World Science Festival 

and Regional Flavours and an allocation of $1.75 million towards the Asia 

Pacific Screen Awards; 

 $1 million will be allocated towards the attraction of conventions and business 

meetings to Brisbane; 

 $3 million will be used as a contra deal with JC Decaux for interstate and 

overseas advertising and marketing campaigns; 

 $1.9 million is allocated to the very important Investment Attraction team 

whose job it is to attract and grow business investment in our city; 

 And, $500,000 will be allocated towards assisting our many small and 

medium businesses.  

 

START-UPS AND INNOVATION 

 

Madam Chairman, it is hard to believe that 20 years ago we didn’t have Google and 

10 years ago we didn’t have iPhones or apps so it is no surprise that a commitment 

to innovation is critical for any new world city to succeed on the world stage. 

 

In this space, we have been able to deliver the very successful Entrepreneurship 101 

program assisting entrepreneurs and innovators with the skills required to start and 

build a new business venture and this budget allocates $100,000 to continue this 

program along with our Coderdojo initiative. 

 

In December last year, I was delighted to announce that Digital Brisbane through 

Brisbane Marketing would partner with Fishburners and Little Tokyo Two to create a 

major start-up and innovation co-working space in Brisbane’s CBD.  

 

This hub known as ‘The Capital’ will be available as office accommodation and 

shared collaboration spaces for existing businesses and also the next generation of 

business operators. This space will allow for a connection to corporate Brisbane 

allowing access to capital, expertise, global markets and commercial networks. 

 

This commitment sees $1 million allocated in this budget and a further $4 million 

over the next four years. 
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I look forward to watching the next big business idea coming out of The Capital. 

 

#TEAMBNE 

 

Madam Chairman, I would briefly like to make mention of what I call Team Brisbane 

and confirm that in this budget I have allocated $50,000 towards this program. Led 

by the fantastic group of Brisbane Greeters, our city ambassadors, an allocation of 

$200,000 has been set aside in the leisure tourism budget to fund the greeters 

program. 

 

Madam Chairman, some would say it is the best $200,000 this city spends. Brissie 

Greeters are now over 200 strong and are a great volunteering group. 

 

I want a city where all residents are happy to call Brisbane home and spruik the 

wonderful things that we have to offer. As we grow, selling these virtues becomes 

easier so please get on board and Stand Up for Brisbane. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Madam Chairman, I said at the start of this speech that my team has a reliable five 

point plan to keep Brisbane on the right track.  

 

This budget will deliver: 

 

 Real action on traffic congestion; 

 The most modern public transport system in Australia; 

 A cleaner, greener and more sustainable city; 

 A strong local economy with scope for job creation; 

 Exciting lifestyle and leisure opportunities for residents and visitors. 

 

This budget includes key projects and programs to ensure all of the services that 

Brisbane residents expect are delivered. 
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This budget should give the people of Brisbane the confidence that the decision they 

made in March this year means a lot to my team and we will make decisions 

responsibly with sound financial management principles. 

 

Madam Chairman, delivery of this budget would not have been possible without the 

assistance of many people within Council. 

 

I would like to personally thank my LNP team members, particularly the Finance 

Chairman, Councillor Krista Adams, the previous Finance Chairman, Councillor 

Julian Simmonds, Greg Bowden, Cris Anstey and Chris Kelly from my office for their 

assistance in formulating this budget and their ongoing commitment to Brisbane’s 

financial sustainability. 

 

I want to acknowledge the support provided by Chief Executive Officer, Colin 

Jensen, Greg Evans, Paul Oberle and his budget team. 

 

To all Council staff, I offer my thanks for your hard work and dedication to a better 

Brisbane. 

 

Madam Chairman, I commend this budget to the chamber. 
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